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Curriculum and Instruction  
 

“All genuine learning 

is active, not 

passive.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How Depth of Knowledge 
Drives Learning and 
Assessment; 
https://www.thoughtco.com/h
ow-depth-of-knowledge-drives-
learning-and-assessment-
3194253 

 

 

Depth of Knowledge 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels are not sequential. Students do not need to fully 
master content with Level 1 tasks before doing Level 2 tasks. In fact, giving students an 
intriguing Level 3 task can provide context and motivation for engaging in the more 
routine learning at Levels 1 and 2.  
 
DOK levels are also not developmental.  All students, including the youngest 
preschoolers, are capable of strategic and extended thinking tasks. What they look like 
will differ, and what is Level 3 to a kindergarten student may be a Le vel 1 task for a 
middle school student. All students, however, should have opportunities to do complex 
reasoning.  
To find the right balance, ask yourself these questions:  
 

 What kinds of thinking do I want students to do routinely? 

 If my own child were participating, what would I want him or her to be doing? 

 What’s the most effective way to spend the limited classroom time I have? 
 
Decide how often you should focus on tasks at each level so that students gain the most 
from the learning opportunities you design.  
Regardless of how you define rigor,  the important thing is that students are thinking 
deeply on a daily basis. Webb’s Depth of Knowledge gives you a framework and 
common language to make that happen in your classroom.  

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/how-depth-of-knowledge-drives-learning-and-assessment-3194253
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-depth-of-knowledge-drives-learning-and-assessment-3194253
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-depth-of-knowledge-drives-learning-and-assessment-3194253
https://www.thoughtco.com/how-depth-of-knowledge-drives-learning-and-assessment-3194253
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Upcoming Assessment Windows 

2nd Grade Cog AT Administration;  October 11-15 

5th Grade Cog AT Administration;  October 11-15 

End-of Course   November 29-January 14 

OELPS  January 31-March 25 

K-8 MAP  January 10-21   
April 25 - May 13  

 

 

Assessment  

Empower 

Everyone, 

Everyday 

 HQSD 
The high-quality student data instrument used must 
be rigorously reviewed by locally determined experts in 
the field of education to meet all of the following 
criteria: 

 Align to learning standards 

 Measure what is intended to be measured 

 Be attributable to the specific teacher for 

course(s) and grade level(s) taught 

 Demonstrate evidence of student learning 

(achievement and/or growth) 

 Follow protocols for administration and scoring 

 Provide trustworthy results 

 Not offend or be driven by bias 
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Social Emotional Learning 

 

PBL and Service Learning 
 

Check out this article about the visionaries behind this awesome 
outdoor learning project; 
 
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/commu
nities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/18/tallmadge-students-
designing-building-trails-outdoor-classrooms/5777841001/ 
 

“intertwining social and 
emotional learning and 
academics advances the 
ability of our students to 
adapt to change with the 

essential skills to effectively 
manage new challenges.” 

 

 

How three Tallmadge teachers remember the ‘pivotal time’ and 
teach today’s students; 
 
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities
/tallmadge-express/2021/09/11/teachers-discuss-sept-11-
classroom-experiences-lessons/5663867001/ 

 

Check out this great resource from the Ohio Department of Education 
around Assessment Planning for MTSS; 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-
Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehensive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-
Academy/Watson-Van-Dyke-MTSS-and-Assessment-Accessible-
PDF.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US 

House Bill 436 – New Dyslexia Support Law;  

http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Feb-8-2021/New-law-addresses-
dyslexia-screening-intervention  

Dyslexia Support Law Q and A; 

http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/May-10-2021/Answers-to-
frequently-asked-questions-about-Ohio%E2%80%99s 

 

MTSS 

  

Free Live Second Step® Webinars For Elementary:  
 
Attend live webinars and connect with experts to learn how Second Step® programs  
can help create a safe and supportive school community with social-emotional skills,  
bullying prevention, and child protection. *For current Second Step educators,  
professional development webinars are available to support social-emotional  
learning (SEL) implementation. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/18/tallmadge-students-designing-building-trails-outdoor-classrooms/5777841001/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/18/tallmadge-students-designing-building-trails-outdoor-classrooms/5777841001/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/18/tallmadge-students-designing-building-trails-outdoor-classrooms/5777841001/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/11/teachers-discuss-sept-11-classroom-experiences-lessons/5663867001/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/11/teachers-discuss-sept-11-classroom-experiences-lessons/5663867001/
https://www.beaconjournal.com/story/news/local/communities/tallmadge-express/2021/09/11/teachers-discuss-sept-11-classroom-experiences-lessons/5663867001/
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehensive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-Academy/Watson-Van-Dyke-MTSS-and-Assessment-Accessible-PDF.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehensive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-Academy/Watson-Van-Dyke-MTSS-and-Assessment-Accessible-PDF.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehensive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-Academy/Watson-Van-Dyke-MTSS-and-Assessment-Accessible-PDF.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Striving-Readers-Comprehensive-Literacy-Grant1/2020-Literacy-Academy/Watson-Van-Dyke-MTSS-and-Assessment-Accessible-PDF.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Feb-8-2021/New-law-addresses-dyslexia-screening-intervention
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/Feb-8-2021/New-law-addresses-dyslexia-screening-intervention
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/May-10-2021/Answers-to-frequently-asked-questions-about-Ohio%E2%80%99s
http://education.ohio.gov/Media/Ed-Connection/May-10-2021/Answers-to-frequently-asked-questions-about-Ohio%E2%80%99s
https://email.secondstep.org/NzYzLVdWWi0zOTMAAAF_0IIKMF8TYaVguZxRjgbioSwqcs89BUcdZo1m0a7pSsg-WYVKLw7jD2mJWJiJTiO2Dih7X9Q=
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English Learner Services 

Bilingual Dictionary Resource for Classroom and Testing Use; 
 
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-
rbern/education/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Five Ways to Support Gifted Students in Your Classroom; 

https://www.kaplanco.com/ii/gifted-students 

 

High Quality Professional Development (HQPD) for Gifted 
Service in General Education Settings;  

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-

Education/Teaching-Gifted-Students-in-Ohio/High-Quality-

Professional-Development-HQPD-in-Gi 

 

Gifted Programming   

Upcoming Professional 
Development Opportunities 

Newsela 
 
Newsela has a series of pre-recorded workshops available for 
teachers here; 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10UgnOvIWLG49IB_0M9nY
MSXut-WtQwg5P4zSxV8-XVg/edit?usp=sharing 
 
 

Amplify mClass with DIBELS 8th Edition 
Training for K-5 Staff (via Google Meet) 

 Oct 11th: 8:30 - 11:30 AM EST, and 12:30 - 3:30 PM EST 

 Oct 12th: 8:30 - 11:30 AM EST, and 12:30 - 3:30 PM EST 

 Oct 14th: 8:30 - 11:30 AM EST, and 12:30 - 3:30 PM EST 
 
 
 

PBL and Service Learning Coaching Sessions; 

 As a reminder, Kathy and Ellen are available for online 
coaching sessions to support your work in incorporating 
PBL and Service Learning;  

Ellen Erlanger ellen@partnershipsmakeadifference.org 
Kathy Meyer kathy@partnershipsmakeadifference.org 
 

 
 

Upcoming Trainings from Summit County 
ESC; 
 
https://www.summitesc.org/Professional
Development.aspx 

 

Content Committee Meeting Schedule 
 K-5 Report Card Committee met on Wednesday, 

September 22 and will meet again on Tuesday, 
November 2 

 

 Math Content Committee meeting on Wednesday, 
October 13, 11:30-2:30 in the THS Library 
 

 8-12 Math Department work session with Steve Miller 
from the Summit County ESC on Wednesday, October 27 

 

 Music Department Meeting on Wednesday, November 3, 
8:30-11:30 in the TES Conference Room  

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/education/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates
https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/language-rbern/education/bilingual-glossaries-and-cognates
https://www.kaplanco.com/ii/gifted-students
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-Education/Teaching-Gifted-Students-in-Ohio/High-Quality-Professional-Development-HQPD-in-Gi
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-Education/Teaching-Gifted-Students-in-Ohio/High-Quality-Professional-Development-HQPD-in-Gi
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-Education/Teaching-Gifted-Students-in-Ohio/High-Quality-Professional-Development-HQPD-in-Gi
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10UgnOvIWLG49IB_0M9nYMSXut-WtQwg5P4zSxV8-XVg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10UgnOvIWLG49IB_0M9nYMSXut-WtQwg5P4zSxV8-XVg/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:ellen@partnershipsmakeadifference.org
mailto:kathy@partnershipsmakeadifference.org
https://www.summitesc.org/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx
https://www.summitesc.org/ProfessionalDevelopment.aspx

